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STIRRING APPEAL FOR A BEREFT AND OPPRESSED PEOPLE.
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' FOR YEARS, A GIFTED KISSIMMEE WOMAN HAS BEEN

" FIGHTING IN BEHALF OF THE REMAINING VESTIGE
. OF THE ONCE-PROUD AND POWERFUL SEMINOLE
TRIBE, RESIDENTS OF THE FLORIDA EVERGLADES.
SHE HAS USED PEN, VOICE AND INFLUENCE TO

SECURE FOR THEM THEIR RIGHTS.

IN ‘THIS AR-

TICLE, WHICH WAS PRESENTED BY THIS TIRELESS

. WORKER, MRS. MINNIE

MOORE-WILLSON, AT THE

"RECENT CONVENTION OF THE FLORIDA FEDER-
.ATION OF WOMEN'S CLUBS, AT LAKELAND, A
STRONG APPEAL IS MADE FOR JUSTICE TO THE

SEMINOLES.

For the past two months the hearts
of' the American people have been sad-
doned by the recitals, verbal and pic-

rorlal, of the atrocities practiced upon
.ne Innocent and helpless in the terri-
ble war-conflict of the natlons of Eu-
rope. Moving picture fiims show among
other distressing sights, old women and
little children driven from their homes
and fleeing before the enemy. Carry-
ing their little bundles, the pititul
salvage from the wreck of their homes,
they flee, torror-stricken and satarving,
to find refuge where they can.

in Florida we have a people who
have fought no less bravely and honor-
ably for all that is dear to the heart
of man, and their history i8 no less
tragie, Hidden in the dreary Iver-
glades, pushed to thelr last extremity,
are to be found a band of Indlans—a
shattored remnant of the American
Aborigines — the Seminoles, Today
universal sympathy 18 golng out to
this -remnant of a people who have

- fought so bravely for the land of their

birth, for. their homes, and for the
burit. place of their kindred.
Rivaling the story of “A Man With-
out a Country,” the history of the
hélpless, homeless and hungry S§eml-
noles must appeal to the highest im-
pulses of the best citizenship of the

' State of Florida.

Muto 8tory of An Oppressed People

The history of the home-loving Sem-
inoles is a very lllad of tragedy—a
poignantly touching story of a deapoil-
e people in dire necessity. Farther
and farther into the trackless wilds of
the swamp morasses they have been
dariven, their once well-stocked hunt-
ing grounds depleted and their flelds
and gardens taken from them by the
ever-encroaching white man, There
has been no wanton bloodshed, per-
haps; no barbarous cruelty has been
practiced, no dum-dum- bullets have
begen used nor sharp-edged sabres
thrust into the hearts of the non-re-
sisting Seminoles; but the white spec-
ulators’ continuous cry, “Move on!
Move on!” has rung in their ears for
three-quarters of a century.

Surely, we owe as much to these

. native Americans—the original owners
* of all the vaast domain of the Okeec-

chobee country—as we do to the black
man or to the crude emigrants who
are swarming to our country, Surely,
we injure & man when we take away
hig country and hls livelihcod without
his consent and without recompense.
Indeed, can there be deeper injury?
he Everglades Seminoles who gave
their pledge in 1842 to General Worth,
“never to take up arms and to deslst
from all aggression upon their white
nelghbors, and to' confite themselves
to certain areaa in the Southern Pen-
insula of Floride,” nave kept faith

with their white conquerors. With
their few belongings they have moved
on and on; untl] they can go no fur-
ther. These red people of the groat
sllent ‘Glades have now reached the
cruclal point—the great crisis of their
existonce in the luna they love with
such absorbing devotion, and it is for
usg to see that, facing as they do brave-
ly and uncomplainingly the changed
conditions of their lite, they shall at
least not lack sufficlent land in thefr
]tlutsmesses on which to support that,
0.
As we consider this, lot us think what
we owe them, what have been our
dealings with them In the past.
Broken treaties and violated pledges
must be fresh In their memory; for
the white man's dealing with Chiet
Tallahassee’'s people 18 a record of
broken agreements and scorned oaths.
Under the American flag in 1848, a
peuce council was held where Seminole
chleftains and American army officers
all in the rogalla of thelr respective
ranks, agreed upon a treaty and the
Seminoles were assigned to certain
areas, THE SEMINOLES HAVE
NEVER BROKEN THAT TRREATY!

As their traditions tell them of the
oppression their people suffered: dur-
ing the thrice forty vears theyv wan-
dered in the wilderness, who can tell
the secrets of their nearts? To ‘do
this it would be necessary to become
for the time the Indlan—what white
man can ever do more than vaguely
feol the bitterness and sorrows those
hearts must experience? Only to the
winds that waft across Okeechobee
aro whispered the heart-throbs of
these red people of the forest homes.

Today, these six hundred homeless,
native Americans lurk in their swamp-
hedged wigwams, built-on little islands
in the gruesome IZverglades wilderness
eking out an existence, fearing the
white man, yet independent—too proud
to recelve alms of State or Nation, and
only asking to be "let alone.”

The Indian Code of Honor

No public money has ever been ap-
propriated to maintain tnsane asylums,
penitentiaries or courts of justice for
thia part of Florida's population, Their
simple form of tribal government
ereoted on three pillars, "not to steal,
nor lle, nor cheat,” is strictly oboyed,
and thelr moral code has molded them
into being ever qulet and peaceful
even in the face of most unjust deal-
ings and provocations, and haa caused
them to stand out among all the peo-
ples of the world as marvels of chas-
tity, for the stern death penalty by the
council follows any breach of thelr
unwritten law of virtue. In this, and
in all other respects, they are today
ohserving the same laws as Aid thelr
forefathers nearly two centuries ago.

Their legends and ‘taws have been
handed down from generation to gener-
ation and, llke the secrets of Masonry,
have heen preserved unbroken and in-
violate. ’
© A Work For Florida Women

The twentiath century slogan for
woman is ‘“Help for the needy and up-
e for all”  All over the United States
women are crying that slogan and
seeking to give that nelp wherever it
{8 needed. Thelr work and successes
have been epoch-making and this
America of ours stands out today
among all the nations of the globe as
the apotheosis of the spirit of democ-
racy and humanity. In the words of
our honored President, Woodrow Wil-
son, “The' way  to succeed in Amerlea
is to show that you arse not afraid of
anybody but God ana His judgment.,”

The women of Florida have ut their
door a problem more pitiable, involv-
ing a people more worthy of help, far
more deserving in its extremity, than
confronts the people of any other State
in teh Unfon. It 18 their priviicge to
succor the helploss Seminole Indians,
who, sjnce the holsting of the Amerl-
can flag in 1821, have bheen reduced
from a powerful Natlon to a decimated
band of starving humanity. Undor
Spanish rule the tribe owned homes,
cattle by the thousands, indigo plan-
tations, and fertile hammocks studded

with bearing orange trees, Today,
under American trule, although they
are worthy descendants of their be-
loved war chleftain, Osceola, and in
their blood {8 the same Inherent love
of home, country and honor, they dwell
wretghed but uncomplaining in their
welrd morasses and their very help-
Jessness makes a most touching appeal
to our twentleth century civilization
and Christianity,

The Seminole Land BIll

It is a far call from the marshy Kver-
glades to the Leglslative halls of Tal-
lahassee, and yet with the affairs of
the State In the bands of men willing
to serve the highest as well as tho
lowest of thelr fellow citizens, it is
curnestly hoped that the heart crieg
of the usilent dwellers of the 'Glades
will be heard and justice and fair play
})(? glven to these red children of Flor-

.

While probably all the ‘club members
of Florida are familiar with the action
of the lMorlda Legislature at its last
session, still a brief recital will refresh
the memory. .

The Seminole Land BIll, granting a
large tract of land, passed both the
Houso and Senate with hut one dis-
senting vote, ‘This bill was passed by
n bholy of men who had carefully
weionoi the matter of a reservation—
mest of it a gwampy and almost un-

inhabitable area—yet considered the
best available refuge for this frall
remnant-of the original owners of all
this Everglades country.

" This act of Florida’s representative
citizens -should go down {in history
to the everlasting praise of that splen-
did body of right-thinking men. Al
over the country was the news her-
alded by the press association, to the
Indian Department as well asg to the
deeply interested friends of these
wards of the Stale,

Alas! The pathos of the story, the
unhappy sequel, came when this bill
was vetoed by the Governor on the
last day of the legislative session, when
it was too late to pass the bill over
the veto; thus leaving the Indians,
these distinctive Floridian natives,
more helpless and more dependent than
ever before.

Work For the Future

“The work hefore the friends.of this
helpless people 18 to mecures from the
State of Florida a suitable tract of
land in the Bverglades, with a strong
law prohibiting others from hunting
or living on the tract—a refuge whero
in peace, this ahoriginal race can re-
adjust thelr mode of iving and become
citizens, Christianized and civilized.
8o today we must know that the fu-
ture of the KEverglandes Seminole lles
in the hands of the present just and

HERE'S PROFESSIONAL

MOTHER

“Would you believe that an old maid
could be so successful as a foster
mother that she could venture to adopt
it as a life calling? The woman who
asked that question declares that she
{s thirty-five, yet she looks scarcely
twenty-eight-—not a aay too old to
speak of herself as a "girl,” her dis-
position has kept her youthful, “Moth-
ering some .other woman's children is
the only thing that 1 do really well—
probably because I love all little ones,”
she modestly continued. 'Of course,
I might have gone into a public or-
phanuage or a day nursery, but salaries
in those places are small and I have
an elderly mother to support. The ne-
cessity for earning comparatively large
sums 8. what impelled me to seek
among the weathiest class of people.
They aro the ones who would naturally
have most need for the services of a
foster mother because they can afford
to take long journeys in private yachts,
cars ol motors. And they visit at
places where it I8 not posalble—cer-
tainly not desirable-—~to tnke the occu-
pants of their nurseries. Yet few in-
deed are the parents who will go off
for a stay of more than a week end
and leave thelr children to the care of
servants. When the mother goes away
the father makes a point of being at
home ' niglits and Sundays. Con-
sequently the two never will go on a
trip together unless they can secure
the services of some one like me—na
foster mother who {8 really motherly,

“I secured my first ongagement
through a ‘Bureau of Soclal Require-
ments." The applicant for help did not
say that she was looking for some one
to mother her four little children, be-
cause she did not realize that a ‘moth-
ering' person was what sho required,
She asked for a nursery governess.
When I went to interview her she re-
celved me in the day nursery nml.I in-
stantly was impressed with the jdea
thnt  what she needea was u foster

purent for the four children--five-year-
old twing, a three-year-old boy and a

8lx months-old baby—who iore physi-
cally cared for by a nhospital-trained
nurge and her assistant, )
“““These Ltwo women were performing
thelr duties as perfectly as do woell-
ofled machines, but they could not
take place with the children of the
mother, whouse health was so broken
down that the doctors had ordered her
to spend the winter on ‘the Pacific
Coast. She watched her children
keenly when I was introduced to them,
and, lucklly, they ‘took to me’ at once.
In fact, the baby Insisted upon being
‘taken’ from his nurse's arms, and, us
he was usually very difficult with a
stranger, his verdict In my favor in-
fluenced his mother to give me a trial
as her understudy as well as their
governess, At the ena of that week
the three elder children were coming to
me for everything “so as to not worry
mother.' But for that explanation my
first employer might Justiy have' heen
Jealous.  As It was, she 1
good-bye quite happily, I remainéd in
that household until, the réturn' of
warm weather and n fully-restored-to-
health genuine mother. That was
flve years ago, but at Intervals 1 have
mothered my first flock of foster chil-
dren, for their real parent gends for
me swhenever she leaves home for
longer than thrée days. If I am en-
gaged elsewhere when she writes to

.me she and her husband delay their

visit or trip until T am at liberty.

“In looking for my sort of owrk I
have found that it pays to answer a
number of advertisements which do
not look particularly promising. For,
if the people who ingert them are well-
to-do they are likely to have friends
who need or may some day need a
temporary mother for their children,
The more an acquaintance of this kind
s extended the greater are the chances
of securing employment, Occoslonal-
ly, through my business connections,
I am asked to take a convalescent or
very nervous child wnoe needs a com-
plete change of environment into vur
own home,

bade them.

“When that sort of offer comes my
compensation {8 always large and my
mother and I have an establishment in
accordance with it, The location of
that temporary home depends upon the
age of the child and the wishes of its
physicians. We prefer to be in the
country when Jjointly mothering a4
nervous hoy or girl, as the outdoor life
there interests It more than any city
diversions can, But if a medical or
surglcal specialist must see it frequent.
Iy this plan is not feasible,

. “My prices? No, I aon't mind telling
them, but they should not be taken as
a precedent for everybody else to
charge, For belng a resident foster

‘mother to two small children I.get $26

a week, and for every extra child in
the household $56. Any well-to-do fam-
fly will pay: that much for a temporary
mother, who, although not made re-
sponsible for the care of the houae, is
in duty bound to keep a sharp eye upon
its management Insofar as it affects
the health of her children. This wage
Is for twaenty-four hours of time every
day of the week, She plays and eats
and studies with the children, and at
night sleeps with one ear open. For
a hoarder we charge 340 a week, be-
cause the expenses of running an es-
tablishment for an Invalid child are
more than double what it ordinarily
costs my mother and I to live when
alone. :

“Physicians tell me that households
like my mother's are hard to locate
and that If they knew of a dozen such
they could put little convalescents into
them, There must be any number of
gemi-invalid  children who need a
change from the home environment to
one of equal quiet and refinement.
Dogctors also agsure me that good fos-
ter mothers are rare. Xwt T can't be-
lieve that. There must be hosts of
bachelor girls and widowa in every
American city who would make ideal
temporary mothers if they could get
into touch with parents in need of that
sort of mothering for thelr little chil.
dren.” . .
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humane citizens of Florida. This gen-
tle and kindly race must have an abid-
ing place—lands to be theirs forever.

While the life of the Florida Semi-
nole has been & turbulent one, and
they have ever heen aliens to the joys
and delights of clvilization, there is
at the present time an optimistic side
for thelr future, providing always that
the State of Florida will do her part
and make a grant of land ror their useo.
Thelr kindred in Oklahoma have never
forgotten this remnant and some have,
during the past few years, visited them
in their 'Glade homes. The Oklahoma
Seminoles are educated Christians and
stand ready to send teachers to their
brethren in Florida, and to help in
thefr uplift, both in inaustrial training
and along the )ines of missionary work,

In review' and brlefly, it is well to
state here that the Seminoles have
three powerful allies 1n the fleld of
action for the hetterment of their con-
dition. Tirst, the Florida Legislature,
whose friendly action in 1918 is known
to all and {8 now a matter of hiatory,
Setond, the Iederation of Women's
Clubs, which has championed the In-
diang' cause and is making the help of
the Beminoles a part of their uplifting
work., Third, the Florida Press Asso-
clation, the great molder of public
opinfon and the motor power of the
State, which at its annual convention
in the city of Yort Myers held in April,
1914, most graciously and amid fro-
quent applause, obligated itself by
resolution to further the policy of
homes for the Seminoles and to stim-
ulate interest in behalf of these home-
less people in a free land.

Millions of Aores Untenanted

There are today scattered all over
Florida, drained, tillable and of excel-
lent so0il, millions of acres of land,
within easy reach of the homeseeker
and close to transportation, with rea-
sonable taxes and at a moderate price
per acre—~then why follow the rainbow
for the uncertaintics of the tropical
swamps of Okoechobee, when fortfle
fields adjacent to schoo)s and churches
are within easy reach?

The drainage scheme of the Ever-
glades of Florida continues to he prob-
lematical and uncertain. This vast
suw-grass wilderness of four thousand
squars miles is surcharged by the over-
flow of Lake Okeechobee. This re-
celves its floods from a watershed of
$,306 square miles, ana spilling over
its southern edge makes the country
a vast aquatic jungle,

With the stupendous amount of
money that must necessarily be paid
out for canals, with pumping stations
to be provided for, with a system of
irrigation to be met, with locks to hold
the water in the canals at certain sea-
sons, with the intensity of the rainfall,
with the dredges to he employed to
keep the canals free from, crumbling
rock and oil as long as the country
is inhabited, with cross-country ditches
and lateral canals, together with tho
diking of thousands of acres—with a
“DRAINAGE TAX" that may continue
for half a century, “the drainage of the
Everglades” is a problem go vast a8 to
stagger the average mind. And of the
taxes, no adeguate estimate can bhe
made. They why the enormous ex-
pense of draining the Bverglades whon
80 much good land s yeL unoccupied.
Broadly speaking, the Seminole In-
dians are the only race which could
ever successfull make 1t8 home in these
marshy fastneases and they would take
thoem as thoy are.

These lands and possessions we have
taken from them, and now we have no
duty to perform toward them? Sure-
ly, out of our abiundancey we may let
fall a few crumbs to hedp sustain them
in their unequal struggle for existence.

s/ 7en8 ut the coming Legislaturs wj)

' RIk:
Of what crime are we gullty It wi
fajl in this, our best opportunity (i
pay a very little part of the groat do
of justice we owe them? - There #
something more than money inyolvad
If these people are wantonly destroy’
ed, or crowded out of existenge £
the sake of putting a few more dollg
into the land spequlators’ pockets, |
will be tho foulost bhlot that has eve)
sollod the escutcheon of Fiorida, ]
The Seminoles' Footnrints ;
From the northern houndaries:of th
State to the farthermost corner of thy
peninsula_the history and wanderingi
of the old Turbanoed tribe of Floridy
can be traced in the soft rhythmipyl
names they have given to numsroy
lakes, rivers and towns, Around thy
very name of Xlorida clings & woall}
of legends and abjding words of boail
ty, memorials left by these pathfinde
firmly imbedded in the history of th{
State. Their traditions are not le8
interesting and fascinating and retaing
ing as tho Seminoles have done throug}
centuries, all the picturesqueness afi
customs of their ancestors, thoir folis
lore is peculiarly rich, ‘and in yon}
to como, students and ethnologists wil
wake up to a research of their priogi
leps but unwritten records, and the
mythology will ha one' of our mof
cherished possessions, They: hayy
given us an enduring heritage of bhoap
ty. 8hall we give them loss than.
belated justice? b
Belfeving that the people of Florjd
are eager and anxious to soo fair piaM
shown the Everglade Indians; beliovin]
that honor and justice should come b,
fore material interests; and relying offi
the hope that the behavior of our citiy

dignifty buman kindness in a triump)
for the weak, we place this sub)
before tho reading and thinking pybM
lic—confident of the vordict that w
be rendered. B
The Last Great Counoil
When the last Great Council mes|
and the red brother sits on equal footd
ing with the white brother before ti
throne of the Greut Spirit, when eagd}
I8 measured by the lignt that was giye
him, may the recora of the FlorjiR
Legislature of 1915 be not “weighed i}
the balance and found wanting,”

THE INNUMERABLE CARAVAN
Where are all the old-timers,. t
durlings of the yellowed front pagep,
the headline heroes and heroines. off
yesteryear? What has become of Lopg
Dunraven? Amows _ Rusie? Affinity
Farle? Edovard de Rezsxe? The Chers
ry B8isters? Karl Decker? Evo.mxelf 16
Cisneros? Tod Sloane? Dr, boron{ﬁ
Danny Maher? Kellar the magician i
Sandow? Sheriff Boh Chandler? Moys
mon Roberts? Gen, Carl Browno? D
Mary Walker? Peter Jackson? M
Ellen Lease? Cassle Chadwick? Ha
Lehr? Mayor Schmitz? Lawyar Dolsl
mas? 8enator Aldrich? Gen. Uriba
Urlbe? Castro? The Mad Mullah? M
Elinor Glyn? Ballinger? Honry George,
Jr.? Gen. Warren Keiter? Santos-Duxili
mont? Gen., Kuropatkin? Dr.. Cook2i
Jack Rose? Lotta? Jake Kilrain? Hifv3#
ky-Dink? Link Steffens? Gen, Zelaya ? :
Butlcher Weyler? Jos Leiter? !
Lawson? Gas Addickse? Abdul Hamid
Tama Jim Wilson? Dr, Friedmun? TholE
Rev, Billy Sunday? John ILawrenoah
Sullivan? Debs? Maud B.? The Mo<R
Namara Brothers? Paderowski? ' J;J
Adam Bede? The Eart of Yarmouth?§
BBonj de Castellane? Berry Wall? The,
Duke of the Abruzef? King Maenuesl?
Ogear Hammerstein? Xleanora Duge
Tho Rev. Charles }i. Bheldon? Hall!
Caine? Rodin? Abe Reut? Lalollotta¥:
Charles W. Fairbanks? Cauncey -M,!
Depew? Simeon Ford? Lottie Collins?}
(tien, Coxey?—Owen Hatteras in D
cumber Smurt Set, it
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